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AI & Cyber Innovation Week 2026: 

Safeguarding the CSRA Together
Theme: Resilience, Readiness, and Regional Impact

February 2-7, 2026
Location: USC Aiken Etherredge Center & Business & Education Building

Audience: Local government leaders, military/civilian cyber professionals, 
educators, students, private sector technologists, national lab researchers
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Conference Objectives

1. Highlight USCA's leadership in cybersecurity education and applied 
research.

2. Showcase collaboration with Savannah River National Laboratory, SC 
National Guard and other key partners.

3. Facilitate regional networking between academia – ATC/AU, military, 
national labs, industry, and K-12 educators.

4. Engage students with workforce pathways and training opportunities.

5. Discuss regional threats, critical infrastructure protection, cyber 
readiness, and AI integration.
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Core Partners to Involve

• USCA Center for Cyber Initiatives, Awareness & AI (CCIA-AI) – Host/organizer

• Savannah River National Laboratory (SRNL) – Keynote, AI track, fireside panel

• Savannah River Nuclear Solutions (SRNS) – Showcase, Joint keynote

• South Carolina National Guard (SCNG) – Breakout, tabletop, joint keynote

• Aiken Tech / Ruth Patrick / CATE programs – K-12 pathways

• SRSCRO / USCA Career Services – Workforce development

• ???  Who are we missing ???  Will Williams/Aiken Chamber
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 Planning 
Timeline

Phase Action Deadline

Visioning
Confirm partners, venue, 
date

July 31

Programming Finalize agenda, speakers November 1

Marketing
Launch website, social 
media, flyers

<December 1

Execution
Final logistics, signage, 
volunteers

February 1

Event Day
Conference + Media 
Coverage

February 5

Post-Event
Debrief, survey, photo 
report

February 26
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https://aiandcyberinnovationweek2026.sched.com/
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https://giving.usca.edu/sfp/coe/cyber-week
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AI & CYBER INNOVATION WEEK 2026  --  February 2-7, 2026

Time Day

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2-Feb 3-Feb 4-Feb 4-Feb 5-Feb 6-Feb 7-Feb
Network Traffic Analysis - Aiken Technical College Community Cyber EcoSystem Cyber PacerCON PacerCON

8:00 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Welcome/Intro Welcome/Intro Welcome/Intro

9:00 Keynote: SC AI Director Keynote: National Keynote

10:00 Panel Energy Panel: Antares, Fluor, Dominion, SC Nexus, Aiken Elec Co-Op,  RR Panel

11:00 Speaker1: Tim Swick, CSTA AI Fellow Posters Sessions

12:00 Lunch Lunch/Keynote: Sandia CISO Chrisma Jackson Lunch Lunch

13:00 Breakout Session Defense Panel: SCNG, NNSA, ARCYBER, NSD Welcome/Intro Sessions

14:00 Breakout Session Science Panel: SRNL, SCRA, RTIC Keynote Sessions

15:00 Breakout Session Education Panel: USCA, AU, ATC, SMC? Sessions Sessions

16:00 Breakout Session Closing Keynote: Les Eisner Sessions Sessions

16 Hour Drone 
Training

Southern Fried Security
Cybersecurity in the Rural South
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Network Traffic Analysis
About Course

This 24-hour course will train students to conduct traffic 
analysis on their internal networks by doing a “deep-dive” 
into network traffic analysis using Wireshark and other tools 
to identify regular and anomalous network traffic. It will 
teach techniques necessary to identify network attacks by 
context and type.

You will be introduced to a wide variety of network traffic 
analysis information and methods. This course is delivered 
in a mobile training lab, using laptops that are preconfigured 
with hands-on exercises that immerse students in real-world 
examples.
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Focus Areas Lead

Workforce Development USCA Career Services/Madalyn Brantley

K-12/STEM Dr. Gary Senn
Higher Ed USCA Faculty
AI in the Classroom Ellis Reeves/Dr. Tim Swick
Small Business/Community Barry Hudson/Brent Hoover
Robotics Ambrose Wiering/Chris Cortez
Drones Christopher Williams
Competitions Dr. Tom Clark/Jeff Sweeney/Joe Sanchez

February 4, 2026  -- Wednesday – Community Cyber Day
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Wednesday
4-Feb

Etherredge Center Callen Center RPSEC Etherredge? Penland 106 SAC Gym

Community Cyber-Educators/Industry

8:00Welcome/Intro: Heimmermann/Mahan/Murphy

9:00Keynote: SC AI Director Rich Heimann

10:00Panel: Jim Tunison, Jamie DeMent, Will Williams

11:00Speaker1: Tim Swick, CSTA AI Fellow

12:00Lunch
AI in the 

Classroom
STEM 

Innovation Robotics
Innovation 
Workforce

Drone 
Technology

13:00Breakout Session Presentation Presentation Presentation Presentation Presentation

14:00Breakout Session Panel Panel Panel Panel Panel

15:00Breakout Session Workshop Workshop Workshop Workshop Workshop

16:00Wrapup-Door Prizes Wrapup Wrapup Wrapup Wrapup Wrapup

17:00Student Focused Activity

18:00Student Focused Activity
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Thursday 5-Feb

EcoSystem Cyber-Industry/Academia/Government/Military
8:00Welcome/Intro: Chancellor Heimmermann/Johnny Green/Gen Janovik
9:00Opening Keynote: META/Dr. Roman Yampolskiy

10:00Energy Panel: Antares, Fluor, Dominion, SC Nexus, Aiken Elec Co-Op,  RR
11:00Workforce Panel: SRNS, SRSCRO, USCA, Bridgestone, Steelgate
12:00Lunch/Keynote: Sandia CISO Chrisma Jackson
13:00Defense Panel: SCNG, NNSA, ARCYBER, NIWC, NSA-G
14:00Science Panel: SRNL, SCRA, RTIC, USCA, TAC
15:00Education Panel: USCA, AU, GCC, ATC, SMC-Hamilton
16:00Closing Keynote: Les Eisner
17:00Reception/Student Poster Session
18:00Activity?
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Steering Committee Members
First Last Organization
Henry Bryant SRNS

Ali Alsabeh USCA

Hala Strohmeier-Berry USCA

Colin Chin SRNL

Steve Weldon SRNL

James Foley Private Sector

Todd Shealy SCNG

Corey Feraldi USCA

Gary Senn USCA

Madalyn Brantley SRSCRO

Barry Hudson Private Sector

Linda Riedel SCNG

Chris Clark USCA

Lucy Tserteos USCA Student

Ellis Reeves USCA 

Madalyn Brantley SRSCRO

Dan Elwell USCA

Whitney Goodwin Aiken Chamber

Stacy Sechrist USCA
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Key Next Steps
1. Finalize identifying National Level Keynotes in cybersecurity, energy, AI, research.

2. Finish Visioning/Planning:  USCA has committed resources and energy; help us 
determine what makes this a successful week. 

3. Identify Areas of Need/Assign: Agenda, Logistics, Marketing etc means there are 
many moving parts which will require many hands helping and leaders.

4. Meeting Cadence: Monthly Aug-Oct; Bi-Weekly Nov-Dec; Weekly January

5. Engage: We will provide you materials to share, please help communicate.
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Meeting Dates-Thursdays at 1pm
October 23-10am/1pm
November 6
November 20
December  4
December 18
January  8
January 15
January 22
January 29
ITS HERE…
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