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Using Open Educational Resources in the Classrééom:
What They Are, How to Find Them, How to Use Them

Callen Center for Engaged Teaching and Learning




* Defining OER vs Affordable Learning

* Context — Equity, access, academic
freedom

Session * Why OER now?

Overview * Larger umbrella of Open Educational
Practices (OEP)

* Logistics — Finding and using OER
* Strategizing — Brainstorming your current '

needs
/
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Open Educational Resources

Open Educational Resources (OER) are learning, teaching and research
materials in any format and medium that reside in tM domain or ¢
under copyright that have been released under an open license, the

permit no-cost access, re-use, re-purpose, adaptation and redistribution by

others.”

wnited Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UN




e Affordable course content describes any free, low-
cost, or openly licensed educational resources.

* Typically, no more than $50 in total for course
materials.

e Affordable course content includes textbooks, digital
courseware, course modules, videos, journal articles,
and any other learning materials.

(I-arger Umbre”a)  Most affordable course content still retains

traditional copyright licensing, including restrictions
on how a resource can be used/shared.

Affordable Learning

* The exception is OER, which are free of cost and ’
most copyright restrictions, allowing them to be
freely used, revised, saved, and distributed. /

Adapted from Office of the Provost, University of Mary Washington, 2023 /



Open Access

Scholarly
Publishing Content

Affordable Learning > Open Access, Library Licensed Materials, and OER



Lectures
(video,audio,print)

Textbooks Lab Manuals

Assignments

or other
Visual
Materials

Defining Feature = Open License



What an “Open License” Means:
Use For Free and Without Requesting Permission

. & g

RETAIN REUSE REVISE REMIX REDISTRIBUTE

keep Forever use for your own adapt or modify combine with share with others
purposes other resources

Image Source: "The 5§ Rs of OER" is a derivative of the 5§ R Permissions of OER by Lumen Learning, licensed under CC BY 4.0.



https://shared.ontariotechu.ca/shared/department/learning-innovation/images/5rs-infographic1.png
https://lumenlearning.com/5rs-graphic/
https://lumenlearning.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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* Textbook cost : , \
st

* College textbook prices have more than doubled in the Ia
two decades (Consumer Price Index, 2021)

* New realities w/inflation and student financial challenges \

CO ntext: * Accessibility:

* Online vs print
* One time access vs. perpetual access

* Inclusion:

W hy O E R ? » Awareness of need for diverse voices/perspectives

* Because OER are adaptable — can be made to be more

W hy ﬂ OW ? inclusive of experiences relevant to our students.

* Academic Freedom:
* Frustration with traditional textbook publishing
* Wanting flexibility that OER offers

e Student engagement:
* Changes in student learning
* COVID impact

* Strong evidence the use of OER can significantly increase
course completion rates while maintaining learning
performance. (Clinton & Khan, 2019)




How are SC college students coping with

textbook costs?

Did not purchase some or all required materials

Chose a different course with lower textbook
costs

Took fewer courses to cut down on textbook
costs

(Partnership Among South Carolina Libraries, 2023)




Why OER? Accessibility and Inclusion

ACCOMMODATION |

EQUALITY INCLUSION

Everyone receives the same Individuals given different Everyone has access:
support, regardless of need. support / accommodation to No need for support /

enable access. accommodation

(Equality, Equity & Inclusion Image by Cora Hays, 2020)



https://it.uic.edu/accessibility/#equality-equity-inclusion

Larger
Context:
Open

Educational
Practices/
Pedagogy

OE Pedagogy:
e Access-oriented commitment
e Learner-driven

* Tools to help students shaping the public

knowledge commons
* Social justice orientation

* The potential of openness to improve
learning

(DeRosa and Jhnagiani, 2017; Bali, 2017)
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Larger
Context:
Open

Educational
Practices/
Pedagogy

OE Practices:

* Engaging students as creators of information
* Experiential learning

* Co-creation of knowledge

* Movement away from “single-use”
assignments

* Movements towards situated & contextual,
“renewable” assignments

(Riehman-Murphy & McGeary, 2022) /
Y 4
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Logistics: Finding and Using
OER
/

* How do you know it's an OER?
* Where do you find them?

* How do you know what you can do with them?

Reach out to the library team!




Components of an Creative Commons & OER License

9 _® (®) Mtribution

Others can copy, distribute, diselay, perform and remix

‘ G-D @ \ BY  vour work if they credit your name as requested by vou

() NoDerivative Works

@ ('D @ Others can only copy, distribute, display or perform
ND verbatim copies of vour work

@ Share Alike

Others can distribute vour work only under a license
0O
| =" BY NC_ SA |

Non-Commercial

identical to the onhe you have chosen for your work
@ @@ @ N§C Others can copy, distribute, diselay, perform or remix
vour work but for non-<commercial purposes only,

(Creative Commons, 2020)



most freedom
e
St | OFR
N0
O
(= 57 _nc_sa

@O0 I
[~ BY ND
least freedom @G)@@

(Creative Commons, 2020)



Gregg-Graniteville Library

F e | [ ] O E R ABOUT - ARCHIVES - QUICK LINKS ~ RESEARCH

Open Scholarship

How To Publish Open Access
(Gold)

Open Access Repositories
(Green)

Introduction to Open Access What are Open Educational Resources?
l ' S( A L 1 b ((O E R" G 1 d How To Publish Open Access
I ra ry u I e (Diamond or Platinum)

&
o
&
OER
Open Educational Resources

(in “Open Scholarship Library Guide”)

Resources?

Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, learning, and research resources that are free of cost and access barriers
and also carry legal permission for open use. They include a multitude of formats including textbooks, full courses, modules,
videos, labs, assignments, syllabi, and its. What disti ishes them from other free materials is their open license,
Open Educational Resources: typically a Creative Commons license.

Open Educational Resources
vs Affordable Learning

g B (Gl OER are licensed to enable adopters to utilize David Wiley's 5 Rs, all without asking permission:

Open Educational Resources:

1. Retain a copy of the content
2. Reuse the content in a range of ways
3. Revise the content as needed

Community of Practice @ USC
Aiken

e Links to collections of OER
e Tij pS an d gu ides for evaluatin g OER o o o esourees: e other

Copyright ==

https://library.usca.edu/openscholarship/oer



https://library.usca.edu/openscholarship/oer

Brainstorming & Reflection: Where to Sta

1 § ™=

Th|nk of one course in particular that could be improved in terms of accessibility, equity, or
engagement:

What needs improving: Textbook? Module? Supplemental resourc&ul of syllabus?

How does it need improving: Cost? Inclusivity? Perspectives? Student engagement? Made more
up-to-date?

What would the ideal resource do? How would it be different?

What is an obstacle to making change?




 Community of Practice meets in the Callen
Center for Engaged Teaching and Learning

USCA OER/OEP

Team * Informal place to support each other with
& tips, ideas, experiences

Community of

Pra ctice with both resources and listserves -- share
your questions/experiences/resources

e Join our "Organization" within Blackboard

> 4
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Professor of
Affordable
Learning

(PAL)
Award

* |f materials for your course are under $50 —
apply for this award!

* Awarded on a course by course basis.
Doesn't have to be all your courses.

* Awardees will be honored by the Chancellor
at the end of the academic year.

 Rolling application with no deadline.
* Application form and information here:
https://pascalsc.libguides.com/scale/

faculty/pal



https://pascalsc.libguides.com/scale/faculty/pal
https://pascalsc.libguides.com/scale/faculty/pal

Questions?
Reach out!

Natalia Taylor Bowdoin
Library Collection Coordinato
nataliab@usca.edu / x 3492
Library 128B



mailto:nataliab@usca.edu
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