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What is ASPIRE?

Advanced Support for Innovative Research 
Excellence
- All USC Campuses
- Emphasis on support for early-career faculty who 

intend to pursue subsequent extramural funding
- $15,000 
- 1 July 2026- 31 Sept 2027 (15 months)



Why should you apply for ASPIRE?



Previous ASPIRE Awards

2025 
• 1 applied
2024
• 2 applied
2023
• Mary Mills – 4 applied
2022
• Titan Paul - 1 applied



Specifics

• Application Deadline: 5pm Jan 21, 2026
• Allowable Costs:

• One month of faculty summer salary
• Salary for undergraduates, technicians, etc. 
• Consultants/contractors
• Equipment
• Supplies, including software and participant incentives
• Animal maintenance and sample testing
• Travel essential to the project (not conferences)
• Graduate student tuition



Application Components
• Cover Page
• Proposal Narrative (3 pages max)
• Bibliography
• CV (2-page max)
• Budget (using the provided template)
• Budget Justification (using the provided template)
• Current and Pending Support (using the provided template)
• Appendix 

• Previous VPR Funding Statement titles and dates of previous RISE/ASPIRE 
awards, description of the impact of the awards on your research and scholarly 
activity. 

• Letters of support if needed.



Three Page Proposal
• Use the specified categories

• A brief discussion of the background and significance of the proposed 
idea, including its relation to the present state of knowledge in the field.  

•  A detailed narrative of the project that includes:
• Significance of the research
• Objectives
• Research tasks and expected accomplishments
• Specific outcomes of the project
• Discussion of potential external funding sources
• Timeline

• A maximum of one page should be devoted to discussing how the 
research activity will advance your research career. 



Writing a Successful ASPIRE Proposal

• Review an example of a previously funded proposal

• Start early

• Write for a broad audience

• Get feedback from collogues

• Ask them to point out the flaws so you can address them



Writing Style

• Persuasive not technical
• Convince them that this research is worth funding

• Need a good question
• Convince them that you have the required skills

• Tell them why you are the right person to complete this research
• Convince them that it will produce the desired results

• Show them that you have a track record of producing these products

• Understandable to a broad audience
• Will be reviewed by faculty at other USC campuses



Example Timeline

July-Sept 26 Oct-Dec 26 Jan-Mar 27 April –Sept 27

Objective 1 
(Cloning)
Objective 2
(Yeast Assays)
Objective 3
(Write Manuscript) 
Apply for Federal 
Funding



Two Page CV

Include the following categories:
• Education 
• Professional experience
• Evidence of scholarship: most significant refereed journal articles, 

books, book chapters, etc.
• Significant accomplishments and contributions 
• Other information as appropriate 

• do not format the CV/Resume as a narrative biographical statement 



Budget and Budget Justification

• Use the provided forms



Current and 
Pending
• Include the RISE Proposal



Submission Process
• Combine all documents into a single pdf (in the order specified)
• Submit to USCERA before 5 pm on the deadline 

• Login to USCERA
• Create new Proposal

• Title
• Start Date 1July 2026
• End Date 31 Sept 2027
• Internal Request
• Total cost
• IRB/IACUC

• Internal Commit Form
• Upload Proposal
• Start Approval Process





Spending the Funds

• You need a project number 
• Summer Salary
• Student Hiring
• Travel Authority (TA)
• Equipment - Sole Source, Multiple Quotes, Out for Bid
• Supplies

• P-Card
• Special cases – Incentives/Gift Cards, food, plants…
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